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Dear Players and Parents, 
 
 
Welcome back to a new season of music making and a completely new look to your groups. 
  
Last year saw a major re-structuring of music provision in our area, one result of which has been the setting up of a 
new organisation, the “Dark Peak Music Trust”, to oversee the running of the youth orchestra. We are now in a very 
strong position to develop your orchestra and provide real opportunities for our young musicians to explore the 
amazing world of the symphony orchestra. 
 
You will notice we have also adopted a new name – this is a working title and over the coming term we will welcome 
your input in deciding a permanent name and image for the orchestra which reflects its aims, catchment and 
ambitions. 
 
New players 
If you joined in the “Orchestral Adventures” concert at the end of last term, we were really pleased to have you and 
hope very much to be able to welcome you to the orchestra as a full member in September. This is the only 
opportunity of its kind in this area and our ambition is to develop it into a full size symphony orchestra within the next 
three years …. you are the pioneers and the orchestra will grow with you.  
 
Beyond the Music 
A successful musical organisation depends upon many people behind the scenes and we are very grateful to 
parents who have given their time and energy over the summer to set up the Dark Peak Music Trust and establish 
an interim Board of Trustees: 
Chair: Chris Marriott, Treasurer: Graham Roberts, Secretary: Elspeth Levitan, Child Protection: Anne-Marie Buckle 
and Jane Helliwell 

 
In addition the following players have offered to form an Orchestra 
Committee, which will have an input into programming, recruitment, 
fund-raising and other areas of planning: Rikki Hanson-Orr, Sam 
Partridge, Christopher Roberts, Rachel Ryan, Lizzie Shier, 
Christopher Wallace and Sam Wright. The first meeting of the 
players committee will be after the first rehearsal. 
 
We are also extremely grateful for the support of Glossopdale 
Community College who have offered us free use of the college for 
rehearsals. 
 
 

Rehearsal schedule 
The first rehearsal will be Tuesday 16th September.  
Rehearsals will be Tuesdays 7 – 8.30pm in Hall 1 during term time through the Autumn and Spring terms. We have 
made the decision not to hold normal rehearsals during the A level exam period (May and early June). Instead we 
will be running some chamber music sessions for those who wish to take part and will run a special project at the 
end of June (similar to this year’s “Orchestral Adventures”) 
 
Concerts 
We are still in the process of planning the performance schedule for the year and will let you know dates as soon as 
possible. The orchestra will take part as usual in the Glossopdale Community College Concerts in December and 
June, but as our priorities will be to promote the orchestra and raise funds, it will also be giving its own performances 
throughout the year.  
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We are currently in discussions with the University of Derby and Buxton Festival so we hope that something exciting 
will come out of that. 
 
We also hope to be able to run another weekend orchestral course this year (not included in the annual subs) and 
will keep you posted on this. 
 
Enrolment and Subscriptions 
We will be using a simple registration form for enrolment – just check that the details are correct, fill in any gaps and 
that’s the bureaucracy done for another year. 
 
There will be three different ways of paying for membership of the orchestra: 
The fees are based on 30 sessions per year and cover all costs of tuition, music, equipment and venue hire. 
Depending on which method of payment you choose, the approximate cost is £2.40 per session, which I’m sure you 
will agree represents excellent value for money. 
 
Payment method When due Total payable Per session (approx) 

Single Payment of £70 September £70 £2.30 

Two instalments of £37.50 September and January £75 £2.50 

Monthly Standing order £7 
12 monthly payments Sept to Aug 

(if you wish to pay by this method we will 
send a form) 

£84 £2.80 

 
Repertoire 
We have given very careful consideration to the range of playing standards in selecting a repertoire which will be 
musically rewarding and provide the right level of challenge for everyone. 
The main programme items will be: 

Schubert Symphony No. 7 (The Unfinished) 
Berlioz “March to the Scaffold” from Symphonie Fantastique 
Prokofiev – Music from “Romeo and Juliet” and the Classical Symphony 
Selections from Tchaikovsky’s ballets “Swan Lake” and “Sleeping Beauty” 
Haydn Trumpet Concerto.  
…. plus I am sure we will find time to slip in few popular favourites as well. 

 
Recruitment 
THE MORE THE MERRIER! We particularly need string players, but 
we also have several vacancies in the wind, brass and percussion. 
Please encourage friends to come along – the more complete the 
orchestra is, the more rewarding it will be for everyone. We do not 
hold formal auditions (unless we have a glut of a particular 
instrument), although a certain level of competence and personal 
maturity is required. 
 
Rehearsal Conduct 
And finally a brief reminder that it is common courtesy to let the 
director know in advance if you are unable to attend a rehearsal or 
have a valid reason for being late. There is a practical reason for this  
- it is very difficult to engage players in the rehearsal when other 
players are drifting through the orchestra for the first 10 minutes and getting instruments out. Also if we know a 
player will be absent it can affect our rehearsal planning – for example it may affect our scheduling of sectionals. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all at 6.50pm on Tuesday 16th September. 
 
 

 


