
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Dear Players, Parents and Supporters, 
 
Stellar nurseries, I am reliably informed by my boffin son, are the places where new stars are formed from the dust of 
old supernovae�.the cosmic version of “out with the old and in with the new”. And as we ponder the new initiatives 
which have sprung from the mists of last year’s independent review of music provision, I think we can allow 
ourselves a quiet whoop of triumph; we have successfully negotiated some major structural changes; our ensembles 
are all flourishing; we are engaging children from a wider area; we have started a new band for adults; and above all 
we have saved our youth orchestra from closure. New stars are definitely lighting the Dark Peak as we enter 2009, 
and we have a renewed energy and vision, not only for our young musicians, but for all players eager to experience 
the thrill of playing in an ensemble. 
 
A brief resume at the end of our first term as an independent music centre:- 
 

• We have successfully established a new organisation to take over the reins of ensembles in the Glossop 
area.  

• We are delighted to have been offered a Service Level Agreement with Derbyshire City and County Music 
Partnership, providing financial, administrative and professional support for the Wind Bands. This is a very 
significant development in establishing our relationship with the Music Partnership. 

• All our ensembles are flourishing in terms of numbers of players and the quality of repertoire. 
• The Orchestra under its new name of Dark Peak Youth Orchestra has increased its string section, 

welcoming some very young, but extremely confident new players. We are looking forward to seeing these 
rising stars becoming the backbone of a superb area youth orchestra.  

• The new “Dark Peak Symphonic Wind Band” ran its first hugely successful event with 45 players enrolling 
and many more keen to join for the sequel event in April.  

• A new beginner wind group has been started in New Mills. This is being run by PDMC and we are looking 
forward to a whole new generation of young players from New Mills and Chapel taking their part in a thriving 
local music scene. 

• The Trust has applied for a grant of £9000 towards tutoring, equipment and publicity from the National 
Lottery – news on this hopefully by February. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone, players and parents alike for supporting us through this 
transition period, and on behalf of us all, special thanks to the Trustees who have worked tirelessly to ensure that the 
groups could continue without any disruption. I’d also like to extend our sincere thanks to Chris Fower, the new Area 
Leader for Instrumental Music Development, whose support and vision has enabled us to quickly establish a 
constructive relationship with the Derbyshire Music Partnership. 
 
Our task now is to build on these strong foundations, encouraging more players, engaging with players from the 
wider catchment, increasing the quality of our playing, organising more concerts and exciting events. We must make 
sure our young players have the very best opportunities to develop their love of music and the friendships that are 
born out of playing together. 
 
The newsletter this time incorporates news from all the different groups. Of course you can always just read the 
sections which apply to you, but as so much is happening we thought you might be interested in seeing the rest of 
the picture.  
 
Jeff Snowdon 
Musical Director 
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Concert Band and Training Band 
 
The Concert Band has really moved on this term, studying repertoire including Fergal Carroll’s Winter Dances, 
Sparke’s “Spirit of the Sequioa”, Bridges Over the River Cam and a selection from Evita. The group is achieving 
much  higher standards with the extended rehearsals, giving us time to work more on balance, intonation and style. 
We will be introducing new repertoire after the Octagon concert, including some ‘possibles’ for the Spain trip in 2010 
 
What’s in a Name? 
We have been deliberating for the past year over the precise role and catchment of the Concert Band and have 
decided that the name of the group should reflect its true catchment. We are now in a position to announce that the 
ensemble will now be known as the “Dark Peak Concert Band”. The broader geographical definition will enable us to 
extend provision to children from the New Mills and Chapel area, creating more sense of ownership across the whole 
area. Our ambition is to become one of the best area wind bands in the North of England.  
 
We also propose that the Training Band will also have a new title - “Glossop Pied Pipers”. We hope you like this 
more imaginative name for your group and hope that you will indeed be “Pied Pipers”, leading other players into this 
group, which is going to get better and better as more join in. Before we make a final decision on this we would like 
your views, and will be asking you at rehearsals. If any parents have strong views on this please let us know. 
 
Octagon Concert - February 7

th
 

The bands will be taking part in the Peak District Music Centres concert in the Octagon, Buxton Pavilion Gardens on 
7th February. We are thrilled to be working for the first time as guests of our neighbouring music centre. This concert 
was a great success last year and we look forward to another exciting performance alongside other bands from the 
region. Please let me know immediately if for any reason you are unable to attend this event. It is vital that we 
have a full ensemble for this. 
 
All players must arrive at the Octagon at 4.30pm and will need a packed tea. There will be a break between our 
rehearsal and the concert but players will only be allowed to leave the premises if they have a signed release form – 
this is enclosed with this newsletter. Full details will be sent nearer the time. 
 
“Harry Potter Open-Evening” – February 27

th
   

Be prepared for anything to happen on 27th February. Invite all your friends to come along for a fantastical evening of 
magic and adventure as we present a “Harry Potter” themed open-evening.   
 
The Concert Band and Training Band will perform some popular pieces, including of course the music from Harry 
Potter for our visitors, and everyone will have a chance to play together.  
The event will be from 5.30 to 7.30 (ie. there will be no Training Band session at 4.15). 
 
Dress up as your favourite character from the HP stories, bring some of your most fantastic Hogwarts style 
food and drinks and practice some tricks to share with new friends-especially your Petronis Spells (just in 
case). 
 
This is a chance for the next generation of Grade-1-ers to join the Training Band so do bring along any friends that 
might be interested. We are also very keen to get more players in the Concert Band, particularly where we have 
vacancies (eg. trumpet, bass trombone, oboe, 2 percussionists, 2nd Bassoon and Baritone Saxophone). Of course all 
others are welcome. Some players from the Training Band are being invited to trial for the Concert Band but 
newcomers of Grade 4 and above are always welcome. Please encourage friends to join us – the more the merrier 
and the better the ensembles will be. 
 
Spain 2010 
The Concert Band has been invited to take part in the Alpujarras Mountain Festival in the south of Spain in August 
2010. It is looking more likely than ever that this will happen and we are visiting the area this summer to make plans. 
During this term we will be calculating an approximate cost for this trip and asking for an estimate of numbers 
interested. 
We will be guests of the Alexander Music Centre in Ferreirola and will be accommodated in a luxury hotel 2000m up 
in the Alpujarras Mountains. The Festival has become a favourite of many leading professional artists and we will be 
performing in all the villages in the area called “La Tahas”. It is a stunningly beautiful area of Spain and day trips will 
include a visit to the Alhambra Palace. 
 
Subs 
Thanks for being so prompt returning the enrolment forms. We are still waiting for a small number of forms, in which 
case please could we have it at by next week. 
Also please remember if you are paying in two instalments that second payment is due at the end of this month. 



 
 

Dark Peak Youth Orchestra 
 
The Orchestra performed a selection of pieces at the Glossopdale Community College Christmas Concert, including 
Berlioz “March to the Scaffold”, Prokofiev “Romeo and Juliet” and scenes from Tchaikovsky’s ballets “Swan Lake” 
and “Sleeping Beauty”. This was the debut concert for a number of our new string players, who rose to the occasion 
with style.  
 
Next term’s repertoire includes Smetana’s “Vltava”, “Phantom of the Opera” and the Hummel Concerto for Trumpet 
(with soloist Robin Jackson). Plus we will be continuing our exploration of Beethoven’s 5th Symphony. 
As with all groups, the sustainability of the Orchestra depends on recruiting new players to replace those who are 
moving on. This is a more pronounced problem with the Orchestra as many of our players are at a higher grade and 
closer to university age. If you have friends who might like to join, please bring them along. 
 
Subs 
Thank you all for being so prompt returning the enrolment forms. Please remember if you are paying in two 
instalments that second payment is due at the end of this month. 
 
Orchestra Spring Concert 
We are planning a concert at New Mills School on Tuesday 31st March or Wednesday 1st April 7.30pm. This will be 
confirmed as soon as possible but it is important that you let me know immediately if you are unable to attend this 
important concert.  
We are hoping to be joined in this concert by the string ensemble from New Mills School and there will also be 
opportunities for a number of solo performances. 
 
Summer Break 
The Orchestra will not be rehearsing during the GCSE and A’ Level exam period, but will return on 16th June for a 
special end of year project – full details later. 
 
 
 

Dark Peak Symphonic Winds 
 

The first ever symphonic wind band workshop was a great success. We had 45 people of all ages and were able to 
run a programme of events with something for all levels of ability.  
 
The day started with a play through “The Beatles Forever” - much too easy for a band of this calibre, so we moved 
onto the Rondeau from Purcell’s “Abdelazar”. Now things were really shaping up so the ensemble took the plunge 
with the “Winter Dances” by Fergal Carroll and a spin through some of the numbers from “Evita”. In between the 
band broke off into ensembles including a saxophone Quartet, Brass Ensemble, Clarinet Choir, Flute Choir and a 
wind octet playing Mozart’s Eb Serenade. The day culminated with an open session where all the repertoire 
rehearsed during the day was performed to a small audience of friends and family. The children worked with Rachel 
on some improvisation pieces and also devised their very own musical board game – which looked far too 
complicated for any of the adults to attempt. 
 
Phase 2  
The second part of this new project will take place on April 4th and 5th. This will be a more focussed session as it will 
culminate in a public concert alongside the celebrated artists Rob Buckland, Saxophone and Simone Rebello, 
percussion.  
Tickets for this will be available shortly from Bookshops in Glossop or by contacting Jeff on 01457 853173 or email. 
Participants on the course will be entitled to a reduction of £2 on each ticket purchased (making it £8 and £5.50). 
Childrens tickets are free.  

 
Meeting - 11

th
 February 

 
In the meantime we will be holding a meeting for anyone who can make it, to start the process of making the band a 
more regular feature of the Peak District. This will be on Wednesday 11th February 7.30 at 78 Church Street, Old 
Glossop SK13 7RN. 
 
Publicity 
This project is being publicised largely by word of mouth so if you know of anyone who would like to join in, do let 
them know the contact details. 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Other News 
Grade-1-a-thon 
Now don’t laugh...Jeff will be taking Grade 1 Violin in March - partly to gain a 
better understanding of string playing, but mainly to raise money for the 
Alzheimer’s Society. Also Carol Tuckwell will be doing Bassoon Grade 1. 
 
This has been organised by Derbyshire Music Partnership (over 90 local 
instrumental teachers will be attempting a new instrument) and will culminate 
with all participants giving a concert under the baton of Peter Stark (of BBC 
Maestro fame).  
 
If you would like to make a donation to the Alzheimer’s Society by sponsoring Jeff, please visit 
www.justgiving.com/jeffsnowdon.  
Alternatively you can use the sponsorship form at the bottom of this newsletter (payment in advance with the form 
would be appreciated to avoid a lot of problems collecting afterwards). 
 
���������������������������������������������������.. 
 
I would like to sponsor Jeff Snowdon in the Grade-1-A-Thon on 1st March  
 
Name���������������������. 
 
Address ��������������������  
 
I would like to donate £��.. to the Alzheimer’s Society (Cheques payable to the Alzheimer’s Society)

 
 

The pots and pans department 

Rachel has the youngsters under her 
spell �.  and below, the new musical  
board game that they invented 

 

Watch out – 
they’re armed! 

 



 
 

  
 

 

Dates for your Diary 2008-09 
 

This will be updated regularly 
Where concert dates are confirmed please could you regard these as firm commitments and let me know straight away  

if you are unavailable 

 

DATE CONFIRMED VENUE 
EVENT 

NB:  
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE 

OF DATE 
Saturday 7th February  

Yes Buxton Octagon PEAK DISTRICT WIND BANDS CONCERT 

11th February Yes 78 Church Street 
Old Glossop 

Meeting to discuss future of Dark Peak Symphonic Winds 
Open to all players in the Community Wind Band (ie. the 
Weekend Courses) 

27th Feb 
5.30 to 7.30pm Yes Bradbury House 

MUSIC AND MAGIC 
Harry Potter themed Open-Evening. 
NB. Normal Training Band rehearsal at 4.15 cancelled this week 
All players (Concert Band and Training Band) to arrive at 5.30. 

Tuesday 31st March 
Or Wednesday 1st March 

Not confirmed 
yet 

(Should be 
confirmed by 

23rd Jan) 

New Mills School DARK PEAK YOUTH ORCHESTRA SPRING CONCERT  
 

4th/ 5th April  Yes New Mills School and 
Glossop Parish Church 

COMMUNITY WIND BAND WORKSHOPS AND CONCERT 
With guest artists Rob Buckland (Saxophone) and  
Simone Rebello (Percussion) 

Sunday July 5th 

Afternoon 
Not confirmed 

yet Glossop Parish Church SUMMER CONCERT AND BARBEQUE 
All ensembles 
 

Wednesday July 8th  Not confirmed 
yet 

Glossopdale Community 
College 

DARK PEAK YOUTH ORCHESTRA  
Performance in Glossopdale Community College Summer 
Concert – culmination of special summer orchestral project. 

August 2010 Not confirmed 
yet 

Sierra Nevada  
National Park 

Spain 
SPAIN 2010 SUMMER TOUR 
Dark Peak Concert Band 

 
Spring Term Rehearsal Schedule 
 

Ensemble Ja
n    

Fe
b   
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ar
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Dark Peak Youth Orchestra  13 20 27 3 10 24 3 10 17 24  

Dark Peak Concert Band and 
Glossop Pied Pipers 9 16 23 30 6  27 6 13 20 27  

New Mills Pied Pipers 8 15 22 29 5 12 

H
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26 5 12 19 26 2 
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Buxton Octagon Concert – Saturday February 7th 
Concert Details 

 
 
 
Rehearsal    
Players need to arrive for rehearsal at 4.30pm. Our rehearsal will finish at 5.30 but all players must remain on the 
premises UNLESS they carry a signed Release Slip (below). Any players with permission to be released after 
rehearsal MUST be back with their Group by 6.30pm. 
 
Concert 
The concert starts at 7.00pm and will finish at approximately 9.00pm. 
 
Packed Tea 
Unless players are have permission to be released between rehearsal and concert, they will require a packed tea 
and a drink.  Refreshments will be provided for the players during the concert interval. 
 
Dress Code 
The Ensembles will wear white Shirts, black trousers/skirts, black shoes and socks (no trainers) , band tie or plain 
burgundy/maroon coloured tie.  
 
Tickets  
Tickets will be on sale at the door:  £5.00 for adults, accompanied children (under 16) - Free. Raffle tickets will also 
be on sale. Please feel free to bring along as many friends and family as you can to this event.  
 
Parent Helpers 
We rely on parents to help with the task of supervising the players. If you are willing and able to take on this 
responsibility please let your Group Director know. Please note that you will need to be available for the rehearsal 
and the concert.  
We also require parents to help sell entrance tickets, raffle tickets etc. Please contact me if you are able to help with 
these.  
All Parent Helpers will be required to be checked by the Criminal Records Bureau. 
 
Parking and Entrance  
Cars must not be driven on to the promenade at any time. Parking is provided in a Pay & Display car park near the 
swimming pool (entrance from Burlington Road). Entrance to the Octagon is by way of the promenade Cafeteria 
entrance or Paxton Suite door on St John’s Road (steps down to Octagon here though).  
 
Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing you there.  
 
 
If you have any queries please speak to either: 
 
Jeff        or  Bridget Dicken     
07813 508872     07772 021653  
01457 853137 
jeff@derbyshiremusic.co.uk   peakdistrictmusic@cbits.net 
 
 
 
���������������������������������������������������.. 
 

Buxton Octagon Concert – 7th February 2009 
Release Form 

 
I give permission for my child to be leave Buxton Octagon premises between the rehearsal and concert. I understand 
that it is my responsibility to ensure that my child is appropriately supervised between 5.30 and 6.30 and will be back 
with the group by 6.30pm. No child will be released except on presentation of this slip. 
 
Name of Player ��������������. 
 
Name of Parent ��������������. 
 
Signature ����������������� Date ���������.. Emergency Contact ��������.. 


