
Introduce your friends and win a £5 W.H.Smiths Gift  Voucher 
 

We are partly dependant on word-of-mouth to introduce new players to the Music Centre.   
 

The more players we have the better progression of ensembles we can provide. You can help 
to make the Music Centre even more fun by encouraging your friends to join in.….and as a 

thank you we are offering a £5 W.H.Smiths Gift Voucher to anyone who introduces 2 friends to 
the Music Centre. 

 
 
 

Application Form 

for Membership 2011-12 
 

Please fill in your details and we will contact you  to discuss the best opportunities for 
your child. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS NOT AN ENROLMENT FORM 
 
 

Name of applicant ……………………………..…………………………………………...……………. 

 
Instrument…………………..………………...…..………………………….………………..…………..  
 
Grade standard ……………………………………………………………….……………….…….…… 

(Please estimate standard if no exams have been taken recently) 
 
Applicant’s date of birth…………………………………………………...………..………….…….…. 
 
Name of parent/carer...…………………....…………………………………...…...…………..……… 
 
Address ………………………………..……………….……………………...….….…………………. 
 
………………………………………………..……………………Postcode…………...………...…… 
 
Telephone number …………………………………..………………………………….………….…… 
 
Alternative telephone number …………………………….………….…………………..…………… 
 
Email address ………………………………………………………..……….………...………………. 
 
Name of instrumental tutor ………………………………………...…………………....…………….. 
 
School attended ……………………………………………………….……………….…….………….. 
 
I was introduced to the Music Centre by ………………….…………………...…..(name of friend) 
 
Please return this form to: 
Caroline Hewitt 
Administrator 
Dark Peak Music Trust 
4 North Road,  
Hayfield,  
High Peak  
Derbyshire SK22 2HW 

���������� �	
���
�	

�
� � � � � � � � ����������
��	
������	
	�� �
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�

�

������
����������
����������
�

�������������	
������	��



Dark Peak Youth Orchestra Grade 4 to 8 
Tuesday 
7 to 8.30pm 

Glossopdale Community College 

Dark Peak Concert Band 
Grade 4 to 8  
(Admission by audition) 

Friday 
5.30 to 7.30pm 

Bradbury House, Glossop 

Glossop Intermediate  
Wind Band Grade 2 to 4  

Monday 
5  to 6pm Bradbury House, Glossop 

Glossop Beginner Band Pre-Grade 1 to Grade 2  
Friday 
4.15 to 5.15pm Bradbury House, Glossop 

New Mills Training Band  Grade 1 to 4 Thursday 
5.30 to 6.30pm 

New Mills Primary School 

Membership Subscriptions 2011–2012  
NOTES:  
· Players joining part way through a year will be entitled to a reduction in the subscriptions. 
· Where a family has three or more children in the music centre, the one in the lowest costing 

group will go free. 

  1 payment in  
September 

2 installments - 
September and  

January 

Youth Orchestra AND  Concert Band                
(approx £4.60per week) 
  
NB. A saving of £40 on membership of both ensem-
bles if you pay in one installment in September 

£140 2 x £90 

Dark Peak Youth Orchestra                               
(approx £2.50 per week) £75 2 x £40 

Dark Peak Concert Band                                    
(approx £3 per week) £90 2 x £50 

Glossop Intermediate / New Mills Training Band   
(approx £2 per week) £60 2 x £32.50 

Glossop Beginner Wind Band                           
(approx £2 per week) £60 2 x £32.50 

ASSISTED PLACES 
Please note that we are able to offer subsidised or 
free places in cases where financial circumstances 
would prevent a  from taking part. Please use form 
at the back of this handbook if you wish to apply for 
this. 

  

Ensembles and Subscription Rates  Application for an Assisted Place  
 
 
We do not wish any child to be excluded from the opportunity of being part of the Dark Peak Music 
Centres for any reason (financial, ethnic, religious or due to disabilities).   
 
We are therefore able to offer Assisted Places (either full or partial) in cases where financial constraints 
would otherwise prevent a child taking part.  
 
If you wish to apply for an Assisted Place we will treat your request in the strictest confidence. Only the 
Trustee approached and the Administrator will know of the circumstances. No information will be passed 
on to the Ensemble Director or any other person in the organisation. 
 
 
I wish to apply for an Assisted Place for ……………….……………….…………..…….…... (name of child)  
 
in the ………………………………………………………………………….…..…………. (name of ensemble) 
 
Would you like to apply for a full subsidy or are you able to meet part of the cost yourself? 
 

I am requesting a full subsidy        100% �  
 
I am able to meet some of the cost and would like to request  a  subsidy of     

          75%  �  
  

          50% �  
 
 
Name of Parent ……………………………………………………………………………………….……………….. 
 
Email and/or telephone number ……………………………………………………………………………...……... 
 
 
To qualify for an Assisted Place you will need to provide evidence that you are in receipt of one of the 
following: 
 

· An Instrumental Bursary from Derbyshire City and County Music Partnership (in which 
case we will not need to see any further proof of circumstances) 

· Free School Meals 
· Income Support 
· Income Based Job Seekers Allowance 
· Working Tax Credit  
· Other circumstances may be considered but we will need some form of explanation 

 
 
Please send this form together with a photocopy of the relevant proof of circumstances to either:  
 
Caroline Hewitt 
Administrator 
Dark Peak Music Trust 
4 North Road,  
Hayfield,  
High Peak  
Derbyshire SK22 2HW 
 



Important Dates 2011-12  
 
Main Concerts  
 
Sunday 25 September Civic Service for Leader of Derbyshire County Council at Glossop Parish 
Church - Brass Ensemble 

Sunday 20 Nov National Concert Band Festival Rochdale—DPCB tbc 

Friday 2 December Winter Cabaret Party at Bradbury House, 5-7.30pm GBB, GIWB, NMTB 

Wednesday 7th or 14th December DPYO Concert at Glossopdale Community College, tbc 

Sunday 26 February Concert with Chapel-en-le-Frith Male Voice Choir at St John’s Buxton, 
afternoon rehearsal 7pm Concert - Youth Orchestra and Concert Band 

Sunday 25 March Kaleidoscope Concert at Chapel Leisure Centre 6.30pm, guests to include 
Chapel Junior Brass Band and Glossop Senior Strings. 

Sunday 8 July Summer Concert & Party at Glossop Parish Church Old Glossop, 3.30pm (finishing 
5.30pm prompt with garden party Afterwards) 

Wednesday 11 July DPYO Concert with Glossopdale Community College, tbc 

6th - 13th August Concert Band and Youth Orchestra Tour to Austria (Freiburg and the Black 
Forest) 

Other Diary Dates  

Thursday 1 March New Mills Training Band Open Evening/Party 

Friday 2 March Glossop Beginner Band Open Evening/Party 

Moving Up Auditions  

Monday 23 April at Bradbury House from 4.30pm 

(For players intending to move into the Concert Band or Orchestra in September 2012) 
 

 

Complaints and Suggestions for Improvement  

We welcome any suggestions for improvement of the Music Centres. Similarly we hope that you will 
let us know immediately if there is anything you or your child are not happy about.  

It is essential that we are informed immediately of any behaviour which might jeopardise a child’s 
well being in the music centre.  
 
If you would like to let us know about anything please feel free to email or ring the Administrator or 
your  speak to your Ensemble Director and we promise that we will deal with your concerns 
seriously and swiftly. 
 
Of course we would also like to hear from you if you and your child are happy and enjoying being 
members of the Music Centre.  

Welcome to the Dark Peak Music Trust…. 
 
The Dark Peak Music Trust welcomes young musicians from the Glossop, New Mills, Chapel-en-le-
Frith and Hayfield area.  
 
The Trust provides opportunities for players from 
beginner to advanced levels to play together in a 
structured family of ensembles.  With over 150 
members, the emphasis is on high standards of 
achievement in an enjoyable and friendly 
atmosphere, giving young players the best 
opportunities to develop their interest in music 
and the friendships that are born out of playing 
together. 
 
The senior groups cater for players of higher 
grades with regular coaching from leading 
professional artists. Many of our alumni have 
gone on to study at music colleges and 
universities, often pursuing careers in music. Less 
experienced players are invited to join one of our 
training ensembles based in New Mills or Glossop where they will enjoy playing music carefully 
chosen for their level of ability, under the guidance of expert tutors. 
 
The music centre was formed in 2000 and has established a reputation for high standards of 
performance and a varied and enjoyable repertoire, with popular music from stage and screen sharing 
the programme with classics. 
 
The ensembles are administered by Dark Peak Music Trust, a charitable organization which runs with 
the support of Derbyshire City & County Music Partnership. Members over Grade 5 can receive 
subsidies towards the cost of individual tuition. As well as full rehearsals, players receive regular 
sectional coaching from leading professional artists and a number of smaller chamber groups have 
formed, including the award winning brass quintet. 
 
The ensembles give regular performances, including prestigious venues such as Buxton Opera 
House, the Royal Northern College of Music, Derby Assemble Rooms and Rochdale Town Hall. 
Future plans include a Concert Band and Orchestra tour of the Black Forest in Austria. 
 
I hope you find the information in this handbook useful and that you and your child will find in the Dark 
Peak Music Centre an enjoyable and valuable experience which will form the foundation of a lifelong 
appreciation of music. 
 
Jeff Snowdon 
Principal Musical Director 

Our Website is  

www.darkpeakmusic.co.uk 
 

All information, letters, schedules, newsletters and updates 
(including emergency bad weather information) is published 

on the website. 
 

Also visit us at Facebook and Youtube 



Some information about the Dark Peak Music Trust  
 
Admission Procedure  

 
There is no formal audition for joining the music centre and the Ensemble Directors will be happy to 
discuss the best group for a child to join initially.  Ensemble Directors liase regularly to decide the 
progress pathway for each individual player, based on the their progress in the group, their level of 
confidence and their aspirations. 
 
Membership of groups is assessed partly according to Grade attained. Players who have passed 
Grade 2 will normally be offered a place in one of our intermediate level groups, whilst less 
experienced players will start off in one of our beginner groups. 
 
Players wishing to join senior groups may be asked to do a short informal audition, although players 
may be invited into a more advanced group at the discretion of the Ensemble Directors. 
 
Enrolment 
All members are required to pay their subscriptions at the appropriate time and to complete a 
Registration Form which is available (along with all other documents) on the website at 
www.darkpeakmusic.co.uk 
 
Assisted Places 
We are able to offer Assisted Places where financial considerations would otherwise prevent a child 
from taking part in the music centre. If you wish to apply for an assisted Place you may use the form 
at the back of this Handbook. All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence. The criteria 
for receiving an Assisted Place are itemised on the form. Other circumstances may be considered 
although we do require some form of explanation. 

 
The Structure of the Dark Peak Music Trust  

 
The Trust is a charitable organisation which runs with the support of Derbyshire City & County Music 
Partnership. 
 
The Trust is overseen by a Board of Trustees constituted of parents, teachers and others with a 
direct involvement with the music centres. Trustees are appointed by election of the members at the 
Annual General Meeting. 
 
The Trust is financially supported by Derbyshire City & County Music Partnership which enters into a 
Service Level Agreement (SLA) with the Trustees. The SLA is re-negotiated each year. 
 
The Board of Trustees engage the services of experienced professional musicians to direct 
ensembles and to tutor sections within ensembles. 
 
All staff (including Ensemble Directors, Parent Helpers and Tutors) are responsible to the Board of 
Trustees. 
 
Membership of the Dark Peak Music Trust is by subscription. Enrolment entitles the family to 
membership of the Trust, with one vote per child taking part. In this way we consider the parents to 
also be members of the trust, with an entitlement to be involved with its development, decisions and 
administration. 

What do we do in rehearsals?  
 
The Music Centre has two prime objectives. First and foremost it is an educational organisation.  We aim to 
give every child the best opportunity to develop their interest in and knowledge of music and of playing 
together. We also aim to present performances of a high quality for the enjoyment of family, friends and the 
general public. 
 
Key to achieving these aims is a progression of ensembles which enable children to move from near 
beginner to advanced level in a structured family of ensembles. The progress of every child is monitored 
carefully to ensure that we are providing the best learning environment and that they are in the appropriate 
group for their stage of development. 
 
The Beginner groups in Glossop and New Mills are structured to provide an introduction to basic skills of 
ensemble playing - playing in time with each other, basic tuning skills, listening to each other and copying,  
playing with different articulations and control of dynamics within a group. They learn to follow a conductor, 
understanding how to follow a tempo and simple visual indications of dynamics and articulation. Some even 
have a go at being the conductor! 
 
This is achieved through a structured programme of music related games (many of which are based on the 
Kodaly system), improvisation tasks and performing simple pieces in three or four parts. The music is 
carefully selected (and often specially written) for the individual children. The intention in the Beginner Bands 
is that children reinforce the learning taking place in their individual or group lessons, but are never placed 
out of their depth. Wherever possible we liase with teachers to ensure that lessons and group experience are 
connected. 
 
On progressing to the Intermediate level at about Grade 2 the emphasis changes with more focus on 
performance. Basic ensemble skills continue to be developed with emphasis on good technique - diaphragm 
supported breathing / good posture / clean articulation. There is an assumption that children at this stage will 
enjoy something a little more challenging. There is a greater expectation that parts will be taken home and 
practiced to meet the challenges posed. Music is mainly light in nature, including arrangements of themes 
from stage and screen. 
 
When a player is invited into one of the senior groups they will be expected to have enough experience to 
meet substantial challenges with a positive approach. Little time is allocated to ‘learning the notes’ in 
rehearsals.  Some of the repertoire in the Dark Peak Concert Band  can demand considerable effort to play 
it with full confidence. Much of the repertoire of the Concert Band is new music written specifically for this 
combination, although we do include some film music and show arrangements. Rehearsals are conducted 
along more professional lines with greater emphasis on awareness of ensemble, balance, intonation, voice 
leading, tone colour and style of performance to achieve a high quality of performance. 
 
The Dark Peak Youth Orchestra is generally regarded as the most mature musical group, partly because it 
studies a wide range of repertoire which would rarely be tackled in schools. This is a chance for the more 
serious young musicians to have their first experience of great masterpieces from the classical, romantic and 
baroque repertoire (although we do manage to include a fair amount of lighter stuff  - “Phantom of the Opera” 
being a notable recent example). As well as all the basic skills such as tuning, rhythm and balance, the 
orchestra focuses on different styles of music and the performance practices and traditions at different 
periods in history. 
 
Rehearsals include developing the working relationships within a symphony orchestra  eg. working as 
sections, the relationship between section leaders and the conductor and the role of the Leader etc.. We also 
include a considerable amount of background work ie. the history and context of a given work, the 
compositional processes and forms, the use of instruments etc. much of which is relevant to the GCSE and A 
Level syllabus. 
 
An experienced player will be an asset to their school, Music Centre and County Ensembles and will probably 
find they have a lot of demands on their time. But this will speak volumes for them when they come to apply 
for university or for job interviews. Many of our players, despite their heavy commitment to playing, achieve 
the highest grades at GCSE and A’Levels. A musician is an all-rounder; someone who has proved that they 
have what it takes to be a winner, a hard worker, a team player, reliable, intelligent, committed and able to 
manage their time well ….. all qualities which are sought after by univers ities and employers!  



Useful Contacts  
 

All communications should be directed to:  
 
Caroline Hewitt  chew0410@yahoo.co.uk    Tel: 07855 375522 
   4, North Road, Hayfield, High Peak SK22 2HW 
 
or Jeff Snowdon  jeff@darkpeakmusic.co.uk  Tel: 01457 853137 / Mobile 07813 508872 
 
Dark Peak Music Trust  
 
The Board of Trustees:  
Chairman    Christopher Marriott  
Treasurer    Graham Roberts  
Secretary    Elspeth Levitan   
Child Protection Officer   Jane Helliwell   
     Jenny Brown 
     David White 
 
Administrator:    Caroline Hewitt  
 
Principal Musical Director  Jeff Snowdon 
  
Patron and Guest Conductor:  Timothy Reynish 
 
Ensemble Directors:  
Dark Peak Youth Orchestra  Jeff Snowdon   
Dark Peak Concert Band  Jeff Snowdon  
Glossop Intermediate Wind Band Rachel Whibley  
New Mills & Chapel Training Band Aidan Howgate & Darren Lloyd  
Glossop Beginners Band  Jeff Snowdon       
   
Tutors:  
Woodwind    Maria Snowdon 
Brass     Aidan Howgate 
Upper Strings    Gordon Gange & Sarah McKinney 
      
Lower Strings    Damion Browne & Carol Tuckwell 
      
Derbyshire City & County Music Partnership  
 
Rosie Crook    
Leader of Instrumental Development NW Derbyshire 
Derbyshire City & County Music Partnership 
07979 212879  rosiecrook@aol.com 
 

Parent Helpers  
 
A vital part of our support team are the Parent Helpers who volunteer to help at rehearsals, 
concerts and social events. 
 
Under our Health & Safety Policy we are not able to run a rehearsal unless there are two 
responsible and CRB cleared adults present (including the Ensemble Director).  
 
Parent Helpers carry out a number of important  duties to assist in the running of a group, eg. 
taking registers, issuing handouts, running tuck-shops (where appropriate) and assisting in the 
event of a problem (eg. A child being taken poorly). 
 
We cannot over-stress how important it is that parents come forward to be part of a rota of 
Parent Helpers and would urge you to  consider becoming a Parent Helper. 

 
Rehearsals and Concerts  

 
Rehearsals are held throughout the year in term time.  
 
A schedule of rehearsals is issued at the start of the year and is also available on the website. 
Any changes to the schedule are notified by printed memo, phone calls, email and published on 
the website. 
 
All groups within the music centre give performances each term.  The main performances are: 
 
· The Winter Concert (usually at the beginning of December) 
· The Kaleidoscope Concert (usually at the end of March) 
· The Summer Concert and Garden Party (usually at the beginning of July) 
 
In addition the senior groups may be involved in other performances such as the National 
Festival of Music for Youth, Buxton Festival etc.  
 
A number of smaller events are planned through the year which may include Christmas 
Busking, Masterclasses and performances at the Royal Northern College of Music  and Open-
Evenings/Parties for the younger groups. 
 
NB. All players are required to inform their Ensemble Director if they are unable to take part in a 
scheduled performance. 

 
Finances  
 

The main outgoings of the Trust are venue hire costs, fees of Directors and Tutors and the 
purchase of music and other equipment. 
 
· The Trust is mainly funded by the subscriptions of members and income from concerts.   
· Additional funding is given by Derbyshire City & County Music Partnership through an 

annually negotiated Service Level Agreement. 
· In addition to these sources the Trust is able to apply to other funding bodies, such as 

charitable trusts, grant making bodies, sponsorship and private donations. 
 
Child Protection  

 
The Trust operates a Child Protection policy which is available for inspection by members. 
All staff and Parent Helpers hold Derbyshire CRB Disclosures 

 
Health & Safety  

 
The Trust operates a Health and Safety Policy which is available for inspection by members. 

 
 



Code of Membership  
 

Code of Discipline  
· All children taking part in music centre ensembles are expected to observe good behaviour at 

all times, to be respectful and considerate towards their leaders and each other, to apply 
themselves to the challenges of playing in an ensemble and to work for the good of their 
group. 

· In the rare case that a child finds it difficult to observe the appropriate conduct the Ensemble 
Director may initiate discussions with parents to try to find the best measures to enable them 
to remain in the group.   

· As a very last resort a child who is causing significant disruption to the progress of the 
ensemble or the concentration of other children may be asked to take a period out. 

 
 Enrolment  

·  Completed enrolment forms and subscriptions must be returned by the 3rd Friday of the 
academic year. Failure to do so will mean that your child will not be covered by the Music  
Centre’s insurance policy and we will not be able to take responsibility for your child. 

 
Attendance and Punctuality 
· Whilst we appreciate that many children are involved in a wide range of activities and may not 

always be able to attend every week, we do encourage a high level of commitment as far as is 
possible. Where problems arise we will be happy to discuss the appropriate level of 
commitment and make arrangements accordingly. 

· Players must inform their ensemble Director as soon as possible if they are unable to take 
part in a scheduled performance. 

· Punctuality is an important part of the discipline of rehearsals and we request that all players 
arrive at least 10 minutes before a scheduled rehearsal to set up, warm up and make sure 
that the rehearsal can start on time.  

· We understand that it is not always possible for players to arrive on time (eg. school buses, 
parents coming from work etc.), but we appreciate it if every effort can be made to be 
punctual. 

· If a player is unable to attend a rehearsal we do expect a message to be sent to the Ensemble 
Director explaining the absence. 

· Players must be collected within 15 minutes of the end of a rehearsal or concert. 
 
Lessons 
· Members of the music centre are expected to be taking lessons on their instrument either at 

school or privately and to be developing their own individual playing ability. The Music Centre 
does not offer or replace individual tuition. 

 
Setting up and dismantling 
· Most rehearsals and concerts are held in venues which require setting up and dismantling for 

each session. Parents and students are expected to assist the Director and Parent Helpers in 
setting up and clearing away. 

· Players must make sure that they do not leave litter in a rehearsal venue. 
 
Notice to Quit 
· Members are expected to inform either the Trustees, Administrator or their Ensemble Director  

if they intend to resign from their ensemble. Although there is no official notice period it is a 
matter of courtesy to inform the Ensemble Director in good time, particularly if it is in the lead 
up to a performance as absences can compromise the performance.  

· Similarly if you do not intend to take up an offered place at the start of a year it would be very 
much appreciated if you could inform us in good time as it has a big effect on our planning 
(repertoire is often selected, particularly for more advanced groups, with the line-up of players 
in mind). 

 
Accidents 
· All accidents (no matter how insignificant they may seem) must be reported to the Ensemble 

Director or Parent Helper and will be logged in an Accident Book. 
 


